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Re-enactments/Plays

Overview

Students, especially students that enjoy the dramatic arts, love to act out different characters and settings. This lesson plan is completely generic and depending on age group may need to be tweaked. Patriot Week is a holiday that is supposed to be celebrated with joy, completely fun, but still serious and commemorative. Acting out a great Patriot or re-enacting the Gettysburg address can be serious or absolutely funny. It is up to the teacher and students to interpret this lesson as they please, with the idea that students will remember and embrace what they learn through re-enactments or plays.

Objective

To help students understand the major figures and themes celebrated in Patriot Week through an experiential learning method.

Activities and Procedures

1. For a simple in class project, select one of the documents commemorated in Patriot Week (for example, the Gettysburg Address or the Declaration of Independence) and have students memorize and recite the document.  Have them explain its meaning and importance in American history.
2. Do #1, but make it a grade-wide or school-wide competition, with the winner receiving a small prize (perhaps a book or video) and a certificate of achievement.
3. For a more complex class room project, pick a play and have students work on production of the play.  Have them explain its meaning and importance in American history.
4. For an all out project, have the school sponsor a Patriot Week production (not necessarily required to be put on during Patriot Week (or work over the summer to ensure its production) as the school play.   
Materials

· Shortened version of the “I have a dream” speech delivered by Martin Luther King Jr.  
       (http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm)
· The Gettysburg Address 
        (http://www.speech-topics-help.com/gettysburg-address-speech.html)

· Emancipation Proclamation 
       (http://www.civilwarinteractive.com/DocsEmancipationProclamation.htm)
· The Great Compromise 
       (http://www.rosalindflynn.com/pdf%20files/Congress.pdf)
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