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Patriot Week Competition

Overview

Something that can really get students motivated about their country is a good old fashioned competition. The competition is suggested to be held between each grade, although it can be held between classes within a grade.

Objectives

1. This competition will help the students become motivated about Patriot Week. When the students put time and effort into their hallways, they will take with them pride for what they have made, and subsequently a pride for that American/Patriotic topic their class choose.
2. By participating in an engaging,  hands-on collaborative contest, students will learn about America’s First Principles, key Founding Fathers and other great Patriots, key documents and speeches, and historical flags.
Activities and Procedures

There are many games and activities that you can use for the competition.  One excellent model is a Hallway Competition:

1. Each grade will be tasked with coming up with a patriotic or American subject.  Themes should come from topics addressed in Patriot Week, for example, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, Patrick Henry, Martin Luther King, Jr., Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, the Bill of Rights, the Emancipation Proclamation, I Have a Dream speech, Bennington Flag, the Betsy Ross Flag, etc.  Other examples could include the Air force, Army, Marines, branches of government, the American Revolution, etc.
2. Each grade will be assigned a hallway (the higher the grade, the better hallway you receive).
3. The grades will be challenged with decorating the hallways based on the topics they as a class choose. 
4. A committee will be formed made up of adults or students to judge the winner of the contest. A good idea is to even invite local politicians, such a mayor, trustee, judge, etc. to be the judges of the competition.
5. Invite local newspapers and other media to attend the competition.  Give small awards to the winners (certificates, ribbons, patriotic pencils, a pizza party, etc.).
Resources and Materials
The content about Patriot Week can be found at www.PatriotWeek.org.

Additional materials may include:

· Paper
· Posters
· Coloring materials
· Flags
· Research materials 
· Glue
· Pictures
· Other materials the students choose - this should be a wide-open competition encouraging creativity 
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