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“How am I Patriotic?”

Overview 

Students in grades Pre-K-5th grade all have something in common. They all love being kids! Since their brains are not yet very mature these lesson plans are simple (and, therefore, very easy to change in material or focus) and easy to follow. Patriot Week’s main focus is to renew the American spirit through all ages -  and kids need to get involved.  Student representations of Patriot Week are fun and engaging ways for elementary students to participate in Patriot Week.

In this project students are exposed to the themes of Patriot Week and then create a representation of how they are patriotic.  Perfect one day project. requiring minimal materials.

Objective

To help students understand the meaning of Patriotism and inspire students to become more patriotic.

Activities and Procedures
1. A good way to introduce the patriotic spirit to younger students is by reading them a Patriot picture book such as: “God Bless America” by Irving Berlin or “America: A Patriotic Primer” by Lynne V. Cheney.
2. After reading the book, lead a discussion about “How am I Patriotic?” Make sure to include all students and have each one answer the question “How am I Patriotic?”
3.  Using red, white, and blue construction paper,  have students trace one of their hands and cut out (or have teacher cut out for younger students).
4. Have students write on the hand cut-out how they are patriotic. Paste/tape hands on poster with title of “I am Patriot When I....” or in a scrapbook.
5. Posters: and/or scrapbooks can be displayed in the classroom, in the hallway or common areas, etc.
6. Optional: For older children send a handout home having parents fill out with kids how they are patriotic and share with class next day (good for a group discussion)
Materials

“How am I Patriotic?” Poster/Book
· Patriot picture book (see the Patriot Week bibliography for ideas)
· Long sheet of poster paper or large scrapbook 
· Red/White/Blue Construction paper
· Pens/Markers/Crayons
· Scissors
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