patriot week for elementary schools (entire week)
patriot week for elementary schools (entire week)

“Hello I Am . . . .”

Overview

Students in grades Pre-K-5th grade all have something in common. They all love being kids! Since their brains are not yet very mature these lesson plans are simple (and, therefore, very easy to change in material or focus) and easy to follow. Patriot Week’s main focus is to renew the American spirit through all ages -  and kids need to get involved.  Student representations of Patriot Week are fun and engaging ways for elementary students to participate in Patriot Week.

In this project students are assigned a Patriot celebrated in Patriot Week. During the course of a week, each student will research information about the assigned historical figure and prepare a 1 to 3 paragraph summary of his or her life starting with “Hello I am...”

This very fun activity that teaches students about great Patriots, and about acting/presenting skills. Perfect for 3rd-5th graders.

Objective

Students will learn about the lives and importance of key Founding Fathers and other great Patriots.

Activities and Procedures

1. Introduce the project in the way that makes most sense for your students.   An easy way to do so is to read a portion of a short book about the life of Abraham Lincoln or Martin Luther King Jr.  
2. Explain to the students the following guidelines:
a) Each student is to pick one Patriot celebrated in Patriot Week
b) Each student is to research about the Patriot through reading materials they obtain in the library, on-line, etc.
c) Each student is to write a 1- 3 paragraph summary of the life and importance of the Patriot
d) Each student will read their work in front of parents/classmates/etc.  
3. Have kids research in pair or by themselves using computers, books, etc.
4. Present a sample format for writing the paper starting with “Hello I am...”
5. At end of week invite parents in for a Patriot Celebration and have each child present.  This project is best displayed when the students dress as their Patriot and they present in front of an audience such as parents, the class/other classes, or the school.  Students could choose to act out their research as well.
Materials

· Short books, videos, on-line access about each person celebrated in Patriot Week (or access to them)
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