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Essay Contest

Overview

Essay contests are an excellent way to engage students of all ages in Patriot Week.  By making it a friendly competition, students will be motivated to undertake self-directed learning.

Objective

Students will learn about the key content of Patriot Week, as well as develop their writing and critical thinking skills.

Activities and Procedures

The following table reviews recommended activities and procedures to successfully undertake an essay contest:

	STEPS
	SUGGESTIONS

	Decide on your topic.
	ELEMENTARY:

· Core democratic values: Freedom, Equality, Patriotism, Justice/Fairness
· People: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr.

	
	MIDDLE SCHOOL

· First Principles: Rule of Law, Equality(Gender), Equality(Race), Unalienable Rights, Limited Government
· People: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr, Patrick Henry, John Adams, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison.

	
	HIGH SCHOOL

· First Principles: Rule of Law, Equality(Gender), Equality(Race), Unalienable Rights, Limited Government, The Social Compact
· People: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thomas Paine, Patrick Henry, John Adams, John Marshall, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison

	Establish a question(s) to be answered in the essay
	ELEMENTARY:

· Core democratic values: Choose one of the following values (Freedom, Equality, Patriotism, Justice/Fairness) and explain why it is important and how you personally demonstrate this value in your life.
· People: Choose one of the following people (George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr.) and explain how this person helped preserve liberty in our country and why he is still important today.

	
	MIDDLE SCHOOL

· First Principles: Choose one of the following principles (Rule of Law, Equality(Gender), Equality(Race), Unalienable Rights, Limited Government) and explain how it helps preserve liberty and how you personally demonstrate this principle in your life.
· People: Choose one of the following people (George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr, Patrick Henry, John Adams, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison) and explain how this person helped preserve liberty in our country and why he/she is still important today.

	
	HIGH SCHOOL

· First Principles: Choose one of the following principles (Rule of Law, Equality(Gender), Equality(Race), Unalienable Rights, Limited Government, The Social Compact) and explain how it helps preserve liberty, what our country would be like without adherence to this principle and how you personally demonstrate this principle in your life.
· People: Choose one of the following people (George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thomas Paine, Patrick Henry, John Adams, John Marshall, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison) and explain how his/her life reflected the First Principles, how he or she helped preserve liberty in our country and why he/she is still important today.

	Establish a Timeline
	· Set a date to announce the essay.
· Set a submission deadline.
· Set a time period for judging the essays.
· Set a date for announcing winner

	Establish the Rules
	· Set the word counts, e.g. between 150 and 500 words, no more than 1000 words, etc.
· Set the rules for writing the essays, e.g. typed using double line spacing in a 12 point font size, 1 inch margins, page numbered.

	Create a rubric for evaluation of the essays
	· Use the existing district rubric used for essays
· Use the attached example*

	Establish a method for scoring
	· Create a plan for fairly evaluating the essays, e.g. use holistic scoring ( each judge independently reads each essay, assigns a rubric score and then scores from all judges are combined)

	Select the judges
	· Choose two or more judges and give them copies of the essay rules, etc.
· Share the timeline with judges

	Collect and evaluate the essays
	· Provide the judges with essays, the rubric and the method for scoring.

	Announce the winners & give prizes
	· Decide how to publicize the winners, e.g. school announcement, newspaper press release, etc. and give small prizes such as ribbons, certificates, etc.


*SCORING RUBRIC

	SCORING

CRITERIA
	3
	2
	1

	Effective 

Introduction
	· The central idea is introduced in an original and interesting way.
	· The central idea and purpose is introduced.
	· The central idea and purpose is not introduced.

	Effective Body

(Focus)
	· Main ideas are clearly focused on the central idea.
	· Main ideas are somewhat focused on the central idea.

	· Main ideas are not focused and/or clear.

	Effective Body

(Details)
	· Main ideas are supported with many details that show the writer’s interest or passion for the topic.

	· Main ideas are supported and explained with some detail.
	· Main ideas are not supported or explained.

	Effective

Conclusion
	· The conclusion gives some closure or “wraps up” the central idea in a creative and thoughtful way.

	· The conclusion gives some closure or “wraps up” the central idea.
	· No clear conclusion or ending.

	Effective Word

Choice
	· Includes repeated use of sophisticated word choice.

	· The essay includes some interesting and precise word choice.
	· The essay is written with mostly simple word choice.

	Effective

Conventions
	· All words are spelled correctly.
· No capitalization errors.
· The sentences have correct end punctuation.
· The essay exhibits sophisticated use of punctuation conventions.
· Paragraphs are indented correctly.

	· There are very few misspelled words.
· There are very few capitalization errors.
· The sentences have correct end punctuation.
· Paragraphs are indented correctly.
	· There are many misspelled words.
· Paragraphs are not indented correctly.


Materials

· Source materials can be found in the library, on-line, and at PatriotWeek.org.
Contributor
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